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UPDATES ON SCHOOL CLOSURE CONTINGENCY PLANS

The City of Edinburgh Council has drawn up con%ngency plans to ensure all primary and

special school pupils will be back in schools by Monday of next week.

In some cases alterna%ve arrangements could be in place by Wednesday. This is subject to

the Council being able to access to the closed schools whilst the surveys are ongoing.

Significant work has also gone on today (Monday 11 April) to ensure the 2,000 S4, S5 and S6

pupils affected by recent school closures will be accommodated in high schools in Edinburgh.

This will ensure they are fully supported in readiness for their exams.

S4, S5 and S6 pupils from Firrhill, Drummond and Royal High Schools will be able to return to

their own schools on Wednesday. These three schools only had par%al refurbishments as part

of the PPP1 project.

An update for S4, S5 and S6 pupils at Gracemount and Craigmount High schools will be made

tomorrow once arrangements are finalised.

For all S1 to S3 pupils in the five high schools work con%nues to iden%fy alterna%ve

arrangements.

The Council is contac%ng parents directly and full details of the arrangements once they are

finalised will be on the Council website.

Addi%onal offers of support with accommoda%ng pupils have come in from Edinburgh

University, the Sco;sh Parliament, NHS Lothian, community groups and venues and private

sector companies. 

A programme of structural surveys arranged by Edinburgh Schools Partnership are con%nuing

this week, with updated informa%on being confirmed as early as possible in respect of each

school.

Chief Execu%ve Andrew Kerr said: “We have plans in place to ensure all primary and special

school pupils will be back in schools by Monday of next week subject to the Council ge;ng

access to the closed schools.

“Our focus is very much on ge;ng our school children back into educa%on as soon as

possible. That remains our priority, par%cularly for those pupils preparing to sit their exams in

May.

“Edinburgh Schools Partnership are con%nuing with their programme of inspec%ons which

began on Friday, and have commi@ed to providing new informa%on as and when it becomes

available.
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“I fully recognise the significant inconvenience to parents caused by these closures and I

want to thank them for their pa%ence as we con%nue to work through this issue. I can assure

them that as soon as we have new informa%on, we will pass it on. Daily updates will also be

available via the council website.  

 “I also want to pay tribute to the response from a number of city organisa%ons, both public

and private sector, who have come forward with offers of help. There’s been a real sense of

the Edinburgh community pulling together and we are very grateful for that.”

Early indica%ons are that the issue that prompted the decision on Friday has been iden%fied

in other buildings but as yet we are not able to determine the full extent of this or the

poten%al impact it may have.

The Council will update parents via the Council

website(www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schoolclosures)  and via the Council Twi@er @Edinburgh_CC

on a daily basis.

Regards,

Elaine.

Councillor Elaine Aitken

Colinton/Fairmilehead Ward

0131 529 4282
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This email and files transmi@ed with it are confiden%al and are intended for the sole use of

the individual or organisa%on to whom they are addressed.

If you have received this eMail in error please no%fy the sender immediately and delete it

without using, copying, storing, forwarding or disclosing its contents to any other person.

The Council has endeavoured to scan this eMail message and a@achments for computer

viruses and will not be liable for any losses incurred by the recipient.
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